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What is a Casenote Competition?

 A casenote is a scholarly report of a recent and 
significant decision

 Journal competition is for 1Ls who have completed 
their first year of study

 Each applicant applies to be an editor of one or more 
journals

 Application is submitted online



How did we get here?

 Nine Journals @ Duke Law

 Existing editors read the casenotes and grade it

 Recently, process was done by hand

 Had to automate process 

 Used NYU and Georgetown as a benchmark



What’s the solution?

 Created online pages to gather and distribute 
application packages

 Technology used :
 a Linux sever with an Apache Web Server installed

 MySQL database on another Linux server

 PHP and HTML

 Working team consisted of:
 two outgoing law students

 Two second year editors

 Staff members

 Web Services, including Paul as programmer/DBA



Download 
Documentation

Must log on to URL 
using Net ID

Agree to Honor pledge

Start to begin your 
application



Fill in all necessary info

Confirmation email will 
be sent

Email will verify the 
application process has 
started



View  and update 
contact information

May add additional 
information (optional)



Indicate which journals 
you would like to apply 
for

Choose one Exclusive

Choose one or more 
Non-Exclusive

Free to change 
preferences BEFORE 
you finalize and submit



Example of updated 
Journal



Upload the required 
documents

Journals are listed in 
order of preference

Casenote is required

Personal statements are 
recommended



Upload documents for 
Non-Exclusive journals

All documents must be a 
PDF



Casenote upload

Personal Statement 
upload



Finalize and submit 
completed application



Finalize and submit 
completed application

Must  click on Finalize 
Now

After the user Finalizes, 
no other changes can be 
made or documents can 
be uploaded



Incomplete Application



Finalize completed



Review saved 
information



Review saved 
information (part two)



Editor Interface



Editor Interface switch 
to multiple journals



Editor view of all 
journals assigned 
casenotes



Stats for grading the 
Casenote


