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The context – How does this fit in to existing CALI lessons?


Check the Grid*


Is anything prerequisite to it?


Should it refer to other lessons?

The target audience – Is it an introduction to the topic or to be used after study?

(Note for me it doesn’t make any difference as explained below)

The topic is Installment Contracts


Gather background material – e.g., White & Summers


The Statute (UCC 2-612) and Official Comments


In a non-statutory area, I might use a Restatement section

What are the outcomes – what do you want students to be able to do after running the lesson? 


e.g. identify an installment K

What are some problem areas you know from the material or your teaching?


e.g. distinguish between breach of one installment and breach of the whole

I usually write out my first draft in word processing and then cut and paste it into CALI Author.

Introduction* – An Overview of what will be covered.

Put the topic in context – it is an exception to a general rule, so start with the general rule:

A buyer and a seller agree in writing that the buyer will buy 1000 concrete blocks for $1000, delivery at the buyer’s place of business on June 1.   On June 1, the seller arrives at the buyer’s loading dock with 200 blocks and demands payment of $200 before he delivers the rest.  The buyer refuses.  Is the buyer in breach?

This might be a Yes/No button question or a standard MC question with 4 buttons

Three approaches to writing these questions:


Teach them the material and then test them on it.


Test them on it and use the answer to teach them.


Hybrid – let them consult the material in formulating the answer

For example, to the previous question, add “Feel free to consult UCC § 2-307 before you respond” with a hyperlink to a 2-307 popup.

The goal here is to get them to read the statute.  Reinforce what it says:

If they answer correctly, the response might say, “Good!  You understand that § 2-307 says blah blah.”

If they answer incorrectly, the response might branch to something like, “Read § 2-307 and try again.” 

If they answer correctly, I might branch anyway, and test them on whether they got it correct for the right reason.

I would probably follow this up with another question testing an exception to this rule that arises from the circumstances.

The rule for Installment Contracts is an exception to this rule.  Before we get to it, I might test them on the parties’ power to change the UCC rules.  § 1-302.

Are the parties free to change the rule of § 2-307, by agreeing that the seller will make five deliveries of 200 blocks and that the buyer will pay $200 after each delivery?

Then I will use a text page:* 

If the parties agree that the seller will deliver the goods in more than one lot, the parties have created an “Installment Contract.”  Installment Contracts are the subject of § 2-612: [lay it out]

Questions will now work through each section of the statute.

For example, subsection 1 has a definition of Installment Contract.  I will have a few quick scenarios that test whether the student can apply this definition.  A MC set* is good for this.

I will then test subsections 1 and 2, which focus on the distinction between a breach with respect to one installment and a breach of the whole.  This is the hardest part of the material.  I will refer to the Official Comments here, perhaps with a question about the legal status of the Official Comments.

When working with a statute, I like to use the Text Select* question, to get them to focus on the part of the statute that is the authority for their answer.  For example” “What part of the statute authorizes the parties to do x?”

I might then have a short section on Installment Contracts outside the context of the UCC. 

With some areas I might end with an essay* type question like you would have on a bar exam.  I’m not sure there is enough here to justify that much analysis, but I would think about it.

I would then have a Conclusion* that would tell them what I told them, highlighting a few of the important points.  I might also note any other CALI lessons that are relevant that they might run.
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